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Articles in Warrant for Town Meeting, March 2, 1891. 


ARTICLE 1.—To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting. 


ArT. 2.—To choose three Selectmen, three Assessors, ‘l'own 
Clerk, School Committee for three years, and an Elector under 
the Will of Oliver Smith, all to be voted for on one ballot, and 
also to choose all other necessary ‘Town Officers. 


ArT. 3.—To take action under Chap. 100, Sec. 5, of the Pub- 
lic Statues. The vote to be by separate ballots Yes or No in 
answer to the question: ‘‘Shall license be granted for the sale 
of intoxicating liquors” in this Town. 


Art. 4.—To act upon the report of the Selectmen, Treas- 
urer and School Committee. 


Art. 5.—To raise money to defray Town charges for the year 
ensuing and appropriate the same. 


Art. 6.—To revise and accept the list of Jurors as submitted 
by the Selectmen. 


Art. %.—To see what the Town will do with the money re- 
ceived from the County called the Dog Fund. 


Art. 8.—To see if the Town will raise a sum of money in 
addition to that already raised for schools, for the salary of Su- 
perintendent of Schools. 


ArT. 9.—To see if the Town will discontinue the road from 
James Nolan’s to Conway line and known as the Mt. Easter 
road. 


A 


ArT. 10.—To see if the Town will raise a sum of money to 
pay temporary loans. 


Art. 11.—To see if the Town will allow the sum of five dol- 
lars to each of the three cemeteries to pay for mowing out the 
same. 


ArT. 12.---To see if the Town will make an appropriation for 
the Public Library, and choose a committee to expend the same. 


Art. 13.—To see if the Town will raise three per cent. on 
amount of Town Grant, State and County Tax, the same to be 
allowed to those who shall pay their taxes on or before August 
Ist, 1891. 


Art. 14.—To see if the Town will raise one thousand dollars 
to be applied on the Town Debt. 


Art. 15.—To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen 
to set apart as a public common a portion of land in Center 
street between the residence of Mrs. Marie White and Mrs, 
Helen Reed. 


Treasurer’s Report. 


M. Howes, TREASURER, IN ACCOUNT WITH THE TOWN 


OF WHATELY. 


Dr. 

To cash received from ex-Treas. C. K. Waite, $1,500 37 

= ry ‘* Geo. F. Pease, Collector, 4,542 11 
Geo. A. Elder, ex-Collector, 181 %0 
V. D. Bardwell, ee 494 00 
Geo. A. Marden, State Treasurer, | 1,683 51 
Hampshire County Bank, loan, 1,100 00 
P. M. Wells, loan, | %00 00 
M. J. Morrisey, license, 250 00 
Use of derrick, | 62 00 
©. M. Moody, Dog Fund, 18 80 
L. F. Crafts, use of hall, 8 00 
V. D. Bardwell, hay, 3 00 
Old plank, 3 00 
HK. E. Sanderson, freight, 12 
Frank Dickinson, 9 80 


a 


$10,556 41 
(3) 


Or. 


Outstanding orders, 
Old bills, 

Military aid, 

Poor, 

Schools, 
Miscellaneous, 
Library, 

Railings, 

Bridges and culverts, 
Highways, 

Repairs on school Houses, 
Town debt, 
Interest, 

County Tax, 

State Tax, 

Liquor license, 

Land for cemetery, 
Discount on taxes, 
Abatements, 
Assessors, 

Collector, 

Treasurer, 

School Committee, 
Registrars, 

Ballot Clerks, 
Selectmen, 
Hampshire County Bank, 
Balance in Treasury, 


$788 88 
130 88 
338 50 

1,093 32 

1,427 57: 
182 04 
140 30 

95°12 

1,311 27 
659 50 
139 18 

1,000 00 
236 95 
744 12. 
402 50 

62 50 
50 00 
69 84 
14 58 
128 50 
69 00 
33 00 
75 00 
60 00 
4 00 
180 00 
1,100 00 
19 92 


$10,556 41 


Collector’s Report. 


Gro. F. PEASE, COLLECTOR, IN ACCOUNT WITH THE 'l'OWN 


OF WHATELY. 


Dr. . 

To amount of Town Grant, | $3,260 00 
State Tax, 402 50 
County Tax, 744 12 
Overlayings, 135 49 

Or. 

By cash paid M. Howes, 'I'reasurer, $4,460 84 
Discount on Taxes, 69 84 
Abatements, He Th 43 


$4,542 11 


$4,542 11 


LIST OF JURYMEN PREPARED BY THE SELECTMEN 


FEB. 14, 1891. 


Willis F. Waite, Victor D. Bardwell, 
Warren P. Crafts, Ryland C. Howes, 
Charles A. Covill, Francis G. Bardwell, 
Emerson C. Warner, Geo. B. McClellan, 
Charles F. Pease, Henry 8S. Higgins, Jr., 
David P. Wells, Geo. E. Sanderson, 
Charles 8. Sanderson, Nelson H. Damon, 
Hiram Dickinson, Wm. CO. Smith. 
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Selectmen’s Report. 


To the Inhabitants of Whately : 


Their Selectmen respectfully submit their ETO for the year 
ending March Ist, 1891. 

According to the vote of the Town, we have erected a good 
iron bridge over the West Brook in place of the one known as 
Teetering Bridge, at a cost of $770.38. 

Owing to an oversight of the Assessors, they failed to assess 
the three per cent. on the amount of the Town Grant, State 
and County Tax, the loss of which, with the three per cent. dis- 
count which we were obliged to allow the Collector in his settle- 
ment, has made us about $250 short. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


G. & F. Dickinson, wood for town hall, $3 52 
O. E. Bardwell, repairs on scraper, 70 
Charles Shaw, te “hs 80 
R. M. Swift, dynamite and caps, 11 04 
Lorenzo Willcutt, labor on town hall, 1 25 
OC. T. Bagnall, order book, Bt 
Frank Dickinson, car fare and express, 3 25 
Wm. Atkins, gravel, 10 00 
Wm. C. Smith, blank book, etc., 3 00 
Town of Whately, town tax, 1 82 
J. E. Waite, wood for town hall, 4 %5 
Hiram Bardwell, land for cemetety, 50 00 
M. Howes, mdse. for town, 5 82 
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Wm. P. Smith, support of water tub, 
L. F. Crafts, painting guide boards, 
HK. C. Warner, gravel, 
L. 8. Munson, repairs on derrick, 
C. E. Bardwell, rope and oil for derrick, 
Lester Clark, hanging Fete 
H. 8S. Munson, ‘“ 
P. Jubenville, iron work, 
Hampshire County Bank, interest, 
Town of Sunderland, bridge account, 
L. F. Crafts, returning deaths, 

* «« glass and setting, 
L. B. Sanderson, water tub, 


J. D. Seymour, returning births, deaths, ete., 


V. D. Bardwell, abatements of 1889, 
J. D. Seymour, reporting births, 


‘6 66 going to Deerfield with State 


returns, 
J. D. Seymour, express, freight, etc, 
Hampshire County Bank, interest, 
Lorenzo Willcutt, use of plow, 
Frank Dickinson, Justice fees, etc., 
Geo. E. ee ime supporting water tub, 
J. N. Beers, ringing bell, 
L. F. Crafts, care of town hall, 
C. E. Bardwell, perambulating town lines, 
Frank Dickinson, ne sf ff 
S. B. Crafts, dynamite and caps, 
M. Howes, oil for town hall, 
M. Howes, stationery and postage, 
Town of Conway, tax, 


RAILINGS. 
J. EK. Waite, timber for railings, 
C. E. Crafts, ‘“ te 
E. E. Sanderson‘‘ = 


$5 


ao oo 
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wWwnwnoanwrroonr we 
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a 
Ore KS a4a1aod Rr OF BS OO 


25 


$32 07 


14 
4. 


V7 
11 


$279 06 
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L. S. Munson, putting up railing, 
Fred Smith, aS 5) 
C. E. Bardwell, ‘‘ we 
H. 8. Munson,  ‘ sf 
Pat. Dalton, Hf BS 
Charles Sanderson, ‘‘ e 
Henry Sharp, cf % 
OLD BILLS. 


C. E. Crafts, keeping tramps, 

J. D. Seymour, school books, 

Leach, Shewell and Sanborn, school books, 
Lorenzo Willcutt, labor on school house, 


Wade, Warner & Co., printing town reports, 


S. E. Allis, services as Elector, 1889, 
-V. D. Bardwell, labor on highway, 
P. Jubenville, iron work, 

K. 8. Munson, labor on highway, 


LIBRARY. 


DeWolfe, Fisk & Co., books, 

Geo. A. Elder, express on books, 
Ella L. Elder, cleaning library room, 
CU. A. Covill, lumber for shelves, 
Wm. P. Smith, putting up shelves, 
Ella L. Elder, librarian, 


POOR. 


Albert W. Judd, 

Benj. Loveredge, 

Hannah Bardwell, 

Edward E. Smith, 

Joseph L. Longley, 

C. E. Jewett, wife and three children, 
Hoyt O. Chapin and wife, 

Medical attendance, 

C. E. Crafts, keeping tramps, 


$95 12 


$170 59 


$142 05 


$1,117 32 
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BRIDGES AND CULVERTS. 


Culvert near J. EK. Waite’s, 18 28 
Dry Bridge near Williamsburg line, 24 44 
Culvert near A. J. Codding’s, 20 24 
Culvert near Lorenzo Willcutt’s, 70 12 
Bridges near Asa Dickinson’s, 94 20 
Small culverts, timber, plank, etc., 200 27 
$427 55 
HIGHWAYS. 
There has been expended on the roads under the 
Superintendent for the year, $631 20 
SPECIAL HIGHWAY WORK. 
Breaking roads, $20 97 


STATE AID UNDER CHAP. 301, ACTS OF 1889. 


EK. E. Sanderson, $54 00 
Luther M. Crafts, 36 00 
Stephen G. Stearns, 36 00 


$126 00 


MILITARY AID UNDER CHAP. 279, ACTS OF 1889. 


Joseph L. Longley, $144 00 
Charles E. Jewett, 90 00 
Frank E. Weston, 10 00 


$244 00 


ELECTION OFFICERS. 


J. D. Seymour, Registrar, $15 00 
Frank Dickinson, ‘* 15 00 
C. E. Bardwell, fy 15 00 
David Ashcraft, Bib 15 00 — 
R. C. Howes, ballot clerk, 2 00 
Geo. A. Hider, ae 2 00 


$64 00 
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ABATEMENT OF TAXKS. 


Horace Boss, $2 00 
Myron Crafts, 2 00 
T. Solake, 2 00 
A. Colach, 2 00 
Harry Wells, 2 00 
L. B. Abbott, 1 43 


SERVICES OF TOWN OFFICERS. 


SELECTMEN. 
Frank Dickinson, $90 00 
Charles EK. Bardwell, 50 00 
David Ashcraft, 40 00 
ASSESSORS. 
Wm. C. Smith, $43 50 
Warren P. Crafts, 44 25 
Victor D. Bardwell, 40 75 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 
J. D. Seymour, | $25 00 
L. 8S. Munson, 25 00 
F. B. Morton, 25 00 
TREASURER. 
Micajah Howes, 
COLLECTOR. 


George F. Pease, 


* SUPERINTENDENT OF ROADS. 
L. 8. Munson, 


Total, 


$11 43 


$180 00 


128 50 


75 00 


33 00 


69 00 


129 04 


SS 


$614 54 
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SUNDRIES. 
Geo. A. Marden, town’s note, $1,000 00 
rs RY interest on town debt, 218 61 
Ad Ay State tax, 402 50 
C. M. Moody, County Tax, 744 12 
Geo. F. Pease, discount on taxes, 69 84 


IRON BRIDGE. 


Vt. Construction Co., bridge, $390 00 
J. A. Sullivan, 14 bbls. cement, 20 30 
Conn. R. R. R., freight on cement, 2 93 
Spikes for bridge, 2 10 
HK. C. Warner, labor on bridge, 8 75 
Fred Smith, ‘* Es 23 70 
John F. Scott, ¥s yi 29 91 
K. E. Sanderson, ‘‘ of 72 06 
L. B. Sanderson, ‘‘ as 18 30 
Frank Bardwell, es uit 8 75 
James Masterson, ‘ ee 2 70 
Pat. Dalton, a % 3 90 
L. 8S. Munson, a es 58 94 
H. S. Munson, ch aes 50 23 
C. E. Bardwell, i ay aa LY 
Hlisha Grover, timber and plank, 44 64 


Paid for schools and repairs on school buildings, 
per order of School Committee, 


RECAPITULATION OF ORDERS. 


Miscellaneous, $279 06 
Railings, 95 12 
Old Bills, 170 59 
Library, 142 05 


Poor, 1,117 32 


$2,435 O07 


$770 38 


$1,697 35 
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Bridges and Culverts, $427 55 
Highways, 631 20 
Special Highway Work, ) 20 97 
State Aid, | 126 00 
Military Aid, 244 00 
Election Officers, 64 00 
Abatements, 11 43 
Town Officers, 614 54 
Iron Bridge (Teetering Bridge), 770 38 
Schools, 1,697 35 
Sundries, 2,435 07 


FRANK DICKINSON, 


CHAS. E. BARDWELL, 


DAVID ASHCRAFT, 


LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN. 


Bond to State Treasurer, $5,660 00 
Temporary Loan from P. M. Wells, 700 00 
Outstanding Orders, 260 16 
ASSKTS 

Cash in Treasurer’s hands, $ 19 92 
From the State for State Aid, 126 00 

#: << Military Aid, 134 50 
Town’s land, 200 00 
Balance of indebtedness, 6,139 74 


$8,846 63 


Silectoed 


of 
Whately. 


$6,620 16 


$6,620 16 


Librarian’s Report. 


The number of books in the library is 1637, which includeg 
185 volumes of public documents. 

During the year 137 volumes have been added to the library, 
of which number 122 volumes were purchased with the town ap- 
propriation and 15 were public documents. 

The number of names on the register is 165, an increase of 35 
since last year. 

There are quite a number of books out of the above number, 
laid aside which are unfit to send out until re-bound. 

There is quite a demand for a new catalogue, as the old one 
printed in 1886 does not give the people who send for books a 
chance of knowing what books have been added since then. 


MRS. G. A. ELDER, Librarian. 
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INTE IPOWRTD 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


The Committee have been obliged to repair several of the 
School houses, and report most of the houses in good repair. 
The bill for books, includes two old bills amounting to $101.36. 
We would recommend the careful perusal of the report of Mr. 
Dartt, and also that the sum of $125 be raised to pay the salary 
of the Superintendent. 


F. B. MORTON, School 
LYMAN MUNSON, . 
J. D. SEYMOUR, M. D., ) Committee. 


NORTH EAST SCHOOL. 


Paid Miss Fannie Wood for teaching Spring term 


10 weeks, at $5.75, $57 50 
Paid Miss M. H. Armstrong for teaching Fall term 

10 weeks, at $6.00, 60 00 
Paid Miss M. H. Armstrong for teaching Winter 

term 11 weeks, at $6.00, 66 00 


(16) 
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Paid Mrs. C. Wood, cleaning, $1 50 
«< Carrie Seles) BNELOL: 1 00 
** Malcolm Adams, ‘‘ ; 1 75 
«¢ Fred Challis, AM 1 12 
<< M. H. Armstrong, ‘‘ 60 
ss §. W. Allis, for wood, 11 94 

$195 44 
2 ory 

Whole number of scholars Spring term, Lhe 
3 a a Fall term, 11 
at £6 os Winter term, 11 


SOUTH EAST SCHOOL. 


Paid Miss Jennie Pease for teaching Spring term 10 


weeks, at $6.50, $65 00 

Paid Miss Jennie Pease for teaching Fall term 9 
weeks, at $6.50, 58 50 

Paid Miss Jennie Pease for teaching Winter term 
one week, at $7.00, % 00 

Paid Miss E. A. Newton for teaching Winter term 
10 weeks, at $7.00, 70 00 
Paid Mary Toomey for cleaning, 1 50 
“¢ Mrs. John Toomey, ‘“ 3 00 
«« H. Chapin, sawing wood, 2 00 
«¢ J. Toomey, ef 2 50 
<< J. Powers, Janitor, 1 00 
aw. eoomey, *‘ 1 00 
‘cs M. Hawley, <“‘ 1 %5 
<< 6S. W. Allis, for wood, 11 94 
$225 19 

Whole number of scholars Spring term, 29 

6 ef re Fall term, 30 

se e «¢ Winter term, 34 


3 
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NORTH CENTER SCHOOL. 
Paid Miss Hattie A. Carl for teaching Spring term 


10 weeks, at $6.75, $67 50 
Paid Miss Emma Kilby for teaching Fall term 10 
weeks, at $6.75, 67 50 
Paid Miss Emma Kilby for teaching Winter term 11 
aweeks, at $7.00, 77 00 
Paid H. K. White, work, 1 50 
‘¢ Homer Crafts, Janitor, 1 50 
«¢ J. D. Seymour, cash paid C. A. Covill for wood, 3 00 
‘* Homer Crafts, Janitor, 1 00 
‘¢ Eddie Adams, + 2 00 
« W. P. Crafts, for wood, 13 72 
$241 72 
Whole number of scholars Spring term, 29 73 4% 
* as ‘Fall term, 28 
ff oh ‘¢ Winter term, — Q7 


SOUTH CENTER SCHOOL, 


Paid Mrs. H. K. White for teaching Spring term 10 
weeks, at $6.50, 
Paid Mrs. H. K. White for teaching Fall term 10 
weeks, at $6.50, 
Paid Mrs. H. K. White for teaching Winter term 11 
weeks, at $6.75, 
Paid M. Callahan for cleaning, 
*¢ Bridget Flavin, Janitor, 
‘* Thos. Flynn, he 
«* Margaret Callahan, cleaning, 
«¢ L. Flemming, Janitor, 
<< John Nolan, it 
ce ~6W. P. Crafts, for wood, 


Whole number of scholars Spring term, 18 
sé hy MOL" tarry, 20 
te yu. ‘¢ Winter term, 23 


$65 


65 
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NORTH WEST SCHOOL. 


Paid Miss Jennie Johnson for teaching Spring term 
10 weeks, $6.50, 
Paid Miss Jennie Johnson for teaching Fall term 10 
weeks at $6.50, 
Paid Miss Jennie Johnson for teaching Winter term 
11 weeks, at $6.50, 
Paid Flora Jenney, Janitor, one year, 
** Mrs. Charles Knights, cleaning, 
<< J. E. Waite, for wood, 
‘* Edward Smith, cleaning, 


Whole number of scholars Spring term, 13 
sis iy ff Fall term, 14 
As ES zy Winter term, 14 


SOUTH WEST SCHOOL. 


Paid Miss Fannie Bennett for teaching Spring term 
10 weeks, at $6.50, 
Paid Miss Fannie Bennett for teaching Fall term 10 
weeks, at $6.50, 
Paid Miss Fannie Bennett for teaching Winter term 
11 weeks, at $6.50, 
Paid Lester Waite, Janitor, one year, 
«¢ Mrs. Charles Knights, cleaning, 
‘¢ H. 8. Munson, cleaning, 
J. H. Waite, 


Whole number of scholars Spring term, 19 
_ i 4 Fall term, 20 
Winter term, 23 


6<é 6é 66 


$65 00 


65 00 


71 50 
4 00 
3 00 
13 80 
2 00 


$224 30 


$65 00 
65 00 


$71 50 
4 00 
3 00 
1 00 
12 95 


$222 45 


2c, 
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REPAIRS OF SCHOOL HOUSES. 


Lerenzo Willcutt, 

J. D. Seymour, cash paid L. P. Woodbury, 
Edward Smith, 

J. D. Seymour, cash paid Hall, 
A. L. Adkins, 

Chas. Waite, 

K. P. Hall & Co., 

HK. P. Hall & Co., 

Lester Clark, 

Henry Knight, 

L. Willcutt, 

C. A. Shaw, 

C. R. Chaffee, 

R. E. Edwards, 

L. F. Crafts, 

C. B. Dickinson, 

Geo. E. Coates, 


BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 
Leach, Shewell & Sanborn, 
Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co., (J. D. Seymour) 
Leach, Shewell & Sanborn, 
Cecil T. Bagnall, 
J. D. Seymour, cash paid Marsh, 
S. E. Bridgman & Co., 


D. C. Heath & Co., 
Harrison Hume, 

M. Howes, 

Marsh, (J. D. Seymour) 
J. H. Pease, 

M. Howes, 

F. B. Morton, 

L. S. Munson, 

M. Howes, 

A. EK. Waite, 

F. B. Morton, 


3 50 
9 65 
2 25 
2 

re) 
3 00 
4 25 
51 36 
11 82 
9 80 
5 00 

50 
2 00 
4 00 
4 00 
1 00 
24 00 


$139 63 


$37 11 
64 25 
60 

60 


SS) Were SsOr Or FP OO 
for) 
iss) 


$206 52 
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RECAPITULATION, — 


Amount appropriated by town for schools, 

- 3 for repairs, 
for superintendent, 
Amount received from State School fund, 

. af Superintendent’s salary, 


6é 6é 


EXPENDITURES. 


Town of Hatfield, 
Superintendent’s salary, 
Books and supplies, 
Repairs, 

Janitor and cleaning, 
Wood, 

Teachers, 


Receipts, 
Expenditures, 


$1,901 21 
1,824 32 


Cash in treasury, $76 89 


$1,200 00 
200 00 
125 00 
308 30 

67 91 


$1,901 21 


27 50 
115 66 
206 52 
139 63 
48 97 
81 08 
1,203 00 


$1,824 32 


Superintendent’s Report. 


To the School Committee of Whately : 


The school year closes with all the schools of this town in fair 
condition. No failures have occurred. Three schools have had 
the same teacher during the year, and in each of the others 
there has been only one change. 

As this report is made while part of the schools of the district 
are still in session, full statistics cannot be given. 

The following table shows the number of schools, number of 
pupils, average membership, average attendance, and per cent. 
of attendance for the spring and fall terms. The per cent. of 
attendance is based on the average membership. 


g a 3 s 
® Bid “ : 40 ’ 5 
SCHOOL. TERM. . é 2 24 g z | # E 
Rilke 4h aa » & 
} oA > > o* 
Z Z < 4 eu 
No. West, Spring, 10 Wis 12,630 
Fall, 10 | 14 | 13.9 | 13.6 | 97.8 
So. West, Spring, 10 19 18.9 | 18.6 | 98.4 
Fall, 10 20 LO ps yee 97.4 
No. Center, Spring, 10 290.1728 26.3 | 94 
Fall, 10 | 29 | 247.5 | 26.3 | 95.6 
So. Center, Spring, 10 18,.°1°17.8 | 14:7 ee 
Fall, 10 20 10) 16.7 | 88 
No. East, Spring, 10 1a 9.6 | 8.1 | 84.4 
Fall, 10 11 9.7 9.1 | 94 
So. Hast, Spring, 10 29° | 26.0" | 22.0 9) oe 
Fall, 30. 1 28.7 | °26.6'"| 9oaay 


(22) 
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i ae cae ag it 
3 E = 4¢ ye: 
Sepee le Sei 408s 
CoNWAY. 
Spring Term, 13 | 269 245 228.5 93.1 
Fall Term, 12 274 255.4 233.4 93.3 
WHATELY. 
Spring Term, 6 119 114 112.8 . 98.8 
Fall Term, 6 127 118.3 110.7 93.5 
SUNDERLAND. 
Spring Term, 4 98 85.5 19.2 92.6 
Fall Term, 4 86 BOL 73.1 92.4 
WILLIAMSBURG. 
Spring Term, 15 | 365 340.3 | 301.4 88.5 
Fall Term, 15 408 372.2 327 87.9 


The work begun last year has been continued along the lines 
indicated in my first report. I have regularly visited each school 
in the district as often as time would permit, and have advised 
with the teachers in regard to classification, discipline and in- 
struction. I have noted the recitations, conducted classes, and 
examined the written work, aiming at all times to secure better 
work, and to be helpful to both teachers and pupils in all their 
efforts. ‘Teachers’ meetings have been held, at which methods 
of teaching have been illustrated, and where the teachers have 
-had opportunity for consultation and suggestions concerning 
their work. In these meetings valuable assistance has been 
given by the teachers and by the agents of the State Board and 
others from outside the district. In all my work I have had 
largely the hearty co-operation of teachers and committees. 

Of the thirty-eight schools in the district, the greater number 
have been doing well. With few exceptions the teachers are 
anxious to improve the quality of their work. There have been 
few failures, and we have been constantly striving to make the 
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good schools better, and to prevent failures in any. Four school- 
rooms have been improved, made more convenient and better 
adapted to school purposes. I desire to again call attention to 
the matter of ventilation, and the sanitary condition of school 
buildings, and urge the necessity of improvement in many of 
them. Some of those outside the villages need attention quite 
as much as the larger buildings. To have good schools certain 
conditions are indispensable, and one is a comfortable and well- 
ventilated room in which the children can have a sufficient 
amount of good air. The health and morals of the children 
should be the first care of all communities. 


THE WORK OF THE SCHOOLS. 


In primary teaching there has been progress in nearly all the 
schools having this grade. ‘Teachers are using better methods, 
are more enthusiastic, and the children more interested. I look 
for constant gain in this department. 

The language work as a whole, is better in all grades than last 
year. Special efforts have been made to improve the teaching of 
this branch, but only a beginning has yet been made. Language 
must be learned by using it correctly, both oral and written. 
The oral is often poor, and the written neglected. Most of the 
teachers realize this and the outlook is promising for the future. 


GEOGRAPHY. 


Methods in teaching Geography have improved in some of the 
schools, and there is more interest in the study. Pupils are 
sketching maps for the recitation, reciting by topics, gathering 
illustrations, and making the subject more intelligent and at- 
tractive than ever before. In too many schools, however, it is 
still hard to break away from the laborious following of the 
questions and answers of the text-bcok, and the study is still 
both distasteful and unprofitable to the children. I trust that 
the number of these schools will rapidly grow smaller. 

In arithmetic more oral work is being done in connection with 
the written, and the subject is studied more intelligently. The — 
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work is less mechanical and more thoughtful in the best schools. 
Not all have thus improved. 


PHYSIOLOGY AND HYGIENE. 


This subject is taught to some extent in all the schools. The 
older classes generally have text books, others have been in- 
structed orally. Teachers have been required to give at least 
three exercises a week, and some give instruction daily. Most 
of the committees have expressed a willingness to provide text- 
books for all above the primary grade. 


MUSIC. 


In the schools at Haydenville and in Conway village special 
teachers of music have been employed a part of the year. This 
is a step in advance and gives encouragement. I hope that the 
benefit of instruction in this branch can soon be extended to the 
other schools of the district. 


DRAWING. 


But little progress has been made as yet in this study. Not all 
teachers are prepared to teach it. Mr. Bailey, agent of the 
State Board gave four lessons which were taken by part of the 
teachers, and the work has begun in most of the schools, but it 
is only a beginning. 


EVENING SCHOOL. 


Haydenville has maintained an evening school during the win- 
ter months with good attendance. I wish to commend this 
means of affording instruction for those who have not been so 
fortunate as to have opportunity for an education in early years, 
and also for those who wish to learn a better use of the English 
language. The teachers of this school deserve much credit for 
their efforts in this work. 
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DISCIPLINE. 


If one has the power to create earnestness in study and enthusi- 
asm in all school work, obedience will usually be given cheerfully 
and government becomes easy. When a school is wholly absorbed 
in study, there is little time or inclination for mischief. The 
personality and example of the teacher is all-powerful here. To 
accustom pupils to do the right thing at the right time and in 
the right way, is discipline. Hence a carefully prepared pro- 
gramme strictly followed by a teacher who is herself ready for 
every exercise at the exact time, is a means of discipline. Sys- 
tem and order in the arrangement of all the work of the school- 
room is most important ; its value cannot be over-estimated. 

Parents can do much for the school by the discipline of the 
home, and by visiting the school often to see the work of their 
children, become acquainted with the teacher, and give encour- 
agement. ‘l'eachers are not always the only ones at fault when 
failures occur in the management of pupils. But the teacher is 
largely responsible for the conduct of the school, and must suc- 
ceed in controlling it or fail in everything. 


RECESSES. 


Five schools have adopted the plan of no recesses as suggested 
in my report last year. The plan is on trial and perhaps has not 
yet been sufficiently tested here. No complaints, however, have 
reached me in regard to it. With care on the part of the teach- 
er to give sufficient exercise to the pupils, and see that the room 
is kept as well ventilated as possible, I believe the plan a good 
one. 


ATTENDANCE. 


Repeated absenses are still a great obstacle in the way of more 
efficient work in the schools. I wish to repeat what I said in 
my first report, that the causes of many of these absenses are 
often of a trivial nature, and the pupil is frequently a law unto 
himself in the matter. If excuses are required they are easily 
obtained by the pupils, and the requirement is noremedy. I 


27 


ask earnestly for the co-operation of parents and all others in 


the efforts made to correct this evil. 
In conclusion, I wish to express my gratitude for the sympa- 
thy and support of teachers aud committees of the district in 


my work. 
Respectfully submitted, 
JUSTUS DARTT, 


Superintendent of Schools. 
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